
1 
 

 
 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
302 South Queen St. 
Windsor, NC 27983 

(252) 794-3420 
 

www.stthomaswindsor.org 
stthomasbiblestudy.com  

email: stthomaschurch1@embarqmail.com 
 

Sunday Bible Study at 9:45 a.m. in the church library 
Children’s Sunday School at 10:15 a.m. in Cooper Hall 

Holy Eucharist at 11:00 a.m. 
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The First Sunday after Christmas  
 

December 26, 2021 
 

The Holy Eucharist 
 

 

Prelude                                       O Come, All Ye Faithful                                        arr. Ray 
 

105 Hymn  (vs. 1, 2, & 4)  God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen                 God Rest You Merry 
 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People      And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

96       Hymn of Praise             Angels we have heard on high                                Gloria 
 

1 Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night,  
    and the mountains in reply echoing their brave delight.  

 

 (Refrain)  Gloria in excelsis Deo,  Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
 

 2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?   Why these songs of happy cheer? 
    What great brightness did you see? What glad tidings did you hear?  
  (Refrain)  

 

 3 Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;  
     come, adore on bended knee  Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.   
  (Refrain)  

  

 4 See him in a manger laid whom the angels praise above; 
     Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while we raise our hearts in love.  

 (Refrain)  
 

The Collect of the Day 
 The Celebrant says to the people:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.     
Celebrant:  Let us pray.                                                                                                                                   



3 
 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: 
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
The people sit. 

The Word of God 
 

The First Lesson   Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 

Lector  A reading from the book of Isaiah. 
 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
and her salvation like a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your vindication, 
and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 
 

Lector    The word of the Lord.  

People    Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 147:13-21  (all chant the psalm on the following tone)   
 

 

 
 

13 Worship the LORD, O Je-rusalem; * 
praise your God, O Zion; 

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
he has blessed your children within you. 

15 He has established peace on your borders; * 
he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

16 He sends out his command to the earth, * 
and his word runs very swiftly. 

17 He gives snow like wool; * 
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
who can stand against his cold? 

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

20 He declares his word to Jacob, * 
his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

21 He has not done so to any other nation; * 
to them he has not revealed his judgments.  Halle-lujah! 

 

The Epistle   Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 
Lector  A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians.  
 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until 
faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ 
came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we 
are no longer subject to a disciplinarian.  But when the fullness of time had 
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, 
and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

Lector    The word of the Lord.  
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People   Thanks be to God 
 

89     Presentation Hymn  (vs. 1, 2, 4)  It came upon the midnight clear            Carol 
 

 

The Holy Gospel  John 1:1-18 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was 
not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and 
the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God.  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace 
and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 
'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has 
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who 
has made him known. 
After the Gospel, the Reader says   

The Gospel of the Lord.    
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon 
 

The congregation may stand. 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
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  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

             and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People                                                                                   Form III                                       
The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
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We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.  For John Tolbert, Bobbie and 
Rendol Cobb, Julia Credle, Peggy Parker, Riley Raines, Mary Gillam, Rita Hoggard, 
Beth Bryant, Daniel Perry, Steve Wilson, Betty Hayden, and others known to us. 
 

Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.      
People  And also with you.         (Please stay in your pew.) 

 

Announcements 
 

The Holy Communion 
The Offertory Anthem                 Christmas Carol Medley                                                
 

(Please place your offering in the plate in the narthex as you enter or exit. During the anthem, the 
altar will be prepared for the Holy Communion.) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer B 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest says 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin 
Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and 
receive power to become your children. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

S 128 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                                             Mathias 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, 
out of death into life.  
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."  
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
The Celebrant continues 
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with 
Thomas, Mary and Joseph and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn 
of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen 

 

The Breaking of the Bread The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence 

is kept. Then may be sung or said 
 

W875 Fraction Anthem            
Choir: Be known to us Lord Jesus in the breaking of the bread 
All: Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.  
Choir: The bread which we break, alleluia, Is the communion of the body of Christ.         
All: Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread. 
Choir: One body are we, alleluia, for though many we share one bread.  
All: Be known to us, Lord Jesus, in the breaking of the bread.  
 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation: 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
And may add: 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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Ministration of Communion 
The bread and the wine will be offered in stations near the chancel steps. After the choir receives 
communion, the lectern side will receive first. Everyone should use the lectern side of the aisle going to 
communion; use the pulpit side of the aisle going back to your seat. We are using biodegradable cups for 
the wine. Please pick up your own cup, step away from the table, and then deposit the cup into the trash 
can located in the first pew. Please let an usher know if you prefer to have communion brought to you. 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer                                                                     
 After Communion, all stand and the Celebrant says:  

Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People: 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, may bless the people. 
 

99  Dismissal Hymn                Go tell it on the mountain               Go Tell it on the Mountain                                       
  

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them  

People Thanks be to God. 
 

 Postlude                                Hark the Herald Angels Sing                                  arr. Ray                  

 
 
 

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by Jaquelin Perry. 
 

Thank you to all altar & flower guild members who decorated for the 
Christmas season. 

 
                                       



11 
 

The Ministers of the Liturgy 

 

Celebrant: The Rev. Bonnie J. Smith               Organist: Tom Parker 
Lector: Patti Farless    Acolyte: Ella Warren 
Altar Guild:  Marti Tyler, Agnes Powell, Alice Pittman, and Rosanna Rhea 
Hostesses:  Cathy Wilson, Nancy Joyner, and Clara Blanchard 
Counters: Patti Farless and Mike Spruill Ushers: Fen Rascoe and Steve Trowell 
Eucharistic Minister: Shirley Cooper 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The Rev. Sonny Browne will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Eucharist at St. 

Mark’s Episcopal Church, Roxobel, today at 5:00 p.m. Please plan to wear a mask 

when inside the church. 

Thank you to everyone who has submitted your 2022 pledge. If you have not 

already done so, please consider prayerfully what God is calling you to give to St. 

Thomas in 2022. Pledge cards are available in the narthex and on the chest 

outside Cooper Hall. 

The nursery, children’s Sunday school, and adult Bible study will resume on 

January 9. 
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS AND GREENERY 

 
IN MEMORY 

 
 Robert & Margaret Sessoms 
 Reg & Cor Sessoms 
 Ewla Sessoms Gray 
 Annie Gray Burden    By:  Douglas & Jill Sessoms 
 

Jack Cooper 
Tony Bowen     By:  Shirley Cooper 
 
Jack Cooper 
John Tyler 
Verna Perry     By:  Dickie & Jane Hall 
 
Our Parents     By:  Norman & Jaquelin Perry 
 
Finn Dunn       
Nancy Rascoe     By:  Kristin Warren 
 
Carolyn Copeland 
Duck Everett 
Fred Spencer     By:  Ed Rawls and Cham Trowell 
 
Bo Worthington 
Mary & Sam Worthington  
Bill Humphrey     By:  Janet Worthington 
 

 

IN THANKSGIVING  
 

Our Children and Grand Children  By:  Norman & Jaquelin Perry  
 
 

IN HONOR 
 

Alaina & Aliannah Bowen   By:  Shirley Cooper 
 

Brown & Walter Miller     
Katherine & Edward Rawls   By:  Ed Rawls & Cham Trowell 

 


