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St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
302 South Queen St.

Windsor, NC 27983
(252) 794-3420

www.stthomaswindsor.org
stthomasbiblestudy.com 

email: stthomaschurch1@embarqmail.com
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 15, 2021

Morning Prayer: Rite Two
Prelude                                                          Air                                                          Purcell
Please stand

Hymn #427                            When morning gilds the skies                          Laudes Domini
Opening sentence                                                                                                         p. 78
The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.   Habakkuk 2:20.
Confession of Sin

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People together, all kneeling:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Invitatory and Psalter

Please stand
Officiant  Lord, open our lips.                                                                                         p. 80
People     And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Antiphon  Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 
The Jubilate  (all recite in unison)
                                                                      p. 82

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *
    serve the Lord with gladness
    and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God; *
    he himself has made us, and we are his;
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting; *
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

Please sit

Psalm 111  (all chant the psalm on the following tone)
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1 Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, *
in the assembly of the upright, in the congre-gation.

2 Great are the deeds of the Lord! *
they are studied by all who delight in them.

3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, *
and his righteousness endures for ever.

4 He makes his marvelous works to be re-membered; *
the Lord is gracious and full of com-passion.

5 He gives food to those who fear him; *
he is ever mindful of his covenant.

6 He has shown his people the power of his works *
in giving them the lands of the nations.

7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; *
all his commandments are sure.
8 They stand fast for ever and ever, *
because they are done in truth and equity.

9 He sent redemption to his people; he commanded his covenant for ever; *
holy and awesome is his Name.
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; *
those who act accordingly have a good understanding;  his praise endures for ever.

    Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. A-men.

The First Lesson:  1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
A reading from the First Book of Kings. 
David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. The time that David reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly established.

Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and offered incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king shall compare with you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.”

Lector  
 The word of the Lord. 
People    Thanks be to God
Please stand

S280      Canticle 20: Glory To God                                                                          Powell


Glory to God in the highest,                                                                             

  and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

  almighty God and Father,

  we worship you, we give you thanks,

  we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

  you take away the sin of the world:

  have mercy on us;

  you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

  receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

  you alone are the Lord,

  you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

  with the Holy Spirit,

  in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Please sit

The Second Lesson:  Ephesians 5:15-20
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 
Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the time, because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Lector  
 The word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God
Anthem                                            Come Ye Disconsolate                                    Webbe
The Gospel:  John 6:51-58 
A reading from the Gospel of John.  
Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.”

Lector  
 The word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God
Sermon
Please stand


The Apostles’ Creed




                            
             p. 96
Officiant and People together

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

      creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

       He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

  and born of the Virgin Mary.

        He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

                was crucified, died, and was buried.

        He descended to the dead.            
       On the third day he rose again.

        He ascended into heaven,

                and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

        He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

        the holy catholic Church,

        the communion of saints,

        the forgiveness of sins,

        the resurrection of the body,


         and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers

Officiant  The Lord be with you.                                                                                    p. 97
People      And also with you.
Officiant   Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
Please sit

Then follows one of these sets of Suffrages
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;

R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

R. Let your people sing with joy.         
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;

R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;

R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;

R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
The Collect of the Day                                                                                                           
Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
A Collect for Sundays                                                                                                     p. 98

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Mission 









p. 101

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.
Hymn #420                          When in our music God is glorified                          Engelberg
For the Human Family                                                                                                p. 815
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
For the Diocese                                                                                                             p. 817
O God, by your grace you have called us in this Diocese to a goodly fellowship of faith. Bless our Bishop Rob, and other clergy, and all our people. This week in our diocesan cycle of prayer we pray for St. Georges’s, Engelhard, and St. John’s, Fayetteville.  Grant that your Word may be truly preached and truly heard, your Sacraments faithfully administered and faithfully received. By your Spirit, fashion our lives according to the example of your Son, and grant that we may show the power of your love to all among whom we live; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
For the Sick 










p. 459

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve your sick servants 

Jeanine Wilson, Al Cowand, Randy Tyler, Joan Leggett, Kay Barnacascel, Becky Godwin,  John Tolbert, Coley McCally, Karen Gudiksen, Bobbie and Rendol Cobb, Libby Smith, Lena Evans, Charles Taylor Spruill, Larry Watson, Julia Credle, Joey Ezelle, Racheal Coward, Peggy Parker, Sylvia Dawson, Elsie Benson, Riley Raines, Andy Walker, Mary Gillam, Rita Hoggard, Stan Johnson, Mary Chappell, Beth Bryant, Susan Mizelle, Baron Chamblee, Emma Cobb, and others known to us; give your power of healing to those who minister to their needs, that they may be strengthened in their weakness and have confidence in your loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

For Those Who Mourn 








p. 505
Almighty God, Father of mercies and giver of comfort: Deal graciously, we pray, with all who mourn; that, casting all their care on you, they may know the consolation of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.

The General Thanksgiving                                                                                
p. 101

Officiant and People

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;           

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,           

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,

not only with our lips, but in our lives

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,


be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 







p. 102
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
The Officiant may then conclude with the following

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21
Please stand

Hymn #488                                     Be thou my vision                                                  Slane
Postlude                                                     Volte                                                    Couperin
MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
Officiant: Karen Ray

            
Organist: Tom Parker
Lector: Jaquelin Perry 



Soloist:  John Hill



Altar Guild:  Pat Ivey, Kristen Warren, Harriet Stout

Hostesses:  Shirley Cooper, Iris Fisk, Susie Remkes
Offering:  John Tyler, Jaquelin Perry                Ushers:  Joe Rhea, Fen Rascoe

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Crayons, coloring pages, and children’s bulletins are available in the narthex.

The diocesan ECW will gather at Trinity Center on August 18. Registration and the $25 fee were due to Lucia Peele yesterday.
Vidant Chowan Hospital and Vidant Women’s Care, Edenton, are offering free clinical breast exams on August 13th for those 18 and over who do not have Medicaid, Medicare Part D, or private insurance.  To schedule an appointment, call 482-6242.  
Bishop Skirving’s visitation with St. Thomas’ Church is scheduled for Sunday, October 24 at 11:00 a.m. If you are interested in making a mature public affirmation of faith and to receive the sacrament of Confirmation, please let the Rev. Bonnie Smith know as soon as possible. Classes will begin in late August.

The vestry has adopted a new procedure for the Sunday prayer list. Names will stay on the list for one month, unless requested to remain longer. Please send updates to the church email, and always get permission before adding a name to this public list.
If you would like to join the St. Thomas’ prayer group, or if you have a prayer request needing immediate response, please contact Tra Perry. (This list is separate from the public Sunday prayer list.)
Please take your printed bulletin with you or drop it into the designated recycling bin. Please do your visiting outside. Some pews are still reserved for social distancing. Please be respectful of those who continue with masks and physical distancing.
From current diocesan worship guidelines:                                                                         All may wear a face mask. Those gathering for public worship should feel welcome to wear a face mask if they prefer to do so.                                                                   Some should wear a face mask. The CDC recommends that those who have not yet been vaccinated should wear a face mask when they are in close quarters with others. This would apply to children who are too young to be vaccinated, those who cannot be vaccinated, and those who have not chosen to be vaccinated.                 None must wear a face mask.                                                                                               All involved in ministries with children, and in particular with children who are too young to be vaccinated, should continue to wear a mask and practice physical distancing.
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