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The Day of Pentecost 
May 23, 2021 

                             

The Holy Eucharist 
 

Prelude                                 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord!                            Telemann 
 

Entrance Anthem                    There’s a sweet, sweet spirit                                               Doris Akers 
 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Christ Our Passover: Pascha Nostrum (recited by all)    
                                   

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 
    therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with old leaven, 
the leaven of malice and evil, * 
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
    death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin once for all; * 
    but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by man came death, * 
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, * 
    so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
The Celebrant says to the people:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and 
nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout 
the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the 
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earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Word of God 
 

The First Lesson    Acts 2:1-21 
Lector  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.   
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one 
place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as 
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our 
own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But 
others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men 
of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 
what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock 
in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

`In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. 
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Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 

And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' " 
 

Lector    The word of the Lord.  

People   Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 104:25-35, 37 (read responsively by whole verse) 
 

25 O LORD, how manifold are your works! * 
in wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures. 

26 Yonder is the great and wide sea 
with its living things too many to number, * 
creatures both small and great. 

27 There move the ships, 
and there is that Leviathan, * 
which you have made for the sport of it. 

28 All of them look to you * 
to give them their food in due season. 

29 You give it to them; they gather it; * 
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 

30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; * 
you take away their breath, 
and they die and return to their dust. 

31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; * 
and so you renew the face of the earth. 

32 May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; * 
may the LORD rejoice in all his works. 
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33 He looks at the earth and it trembles; * 
he touches the mountains and they smoke. 

34 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; * 
I will praise my God while I have my being. 

35 May these words of mine please him; * 
I will rejoice in the LORD. 

37 Bless the LORD, O my soul. * 
Hallelujah! 

 

The Epistle     Romans 8:22-27 
Lector  A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans.   
 

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 
For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 
for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

 Lector    The word of the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God 
 

Sequence Anthem                       Come down, O Love divine                               Down Ampney 
 

 

The Holy Gospel  John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you 
from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on 
my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me from the 
beginning. 
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“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 
But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are 
you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, 
for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 
righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; 
about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no 
longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on 
his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things 
that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 

After the Gospel, the Reader says   

The Gospel of the Lord.    
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon 
 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
The Celebrant may first address the people in these or similar words, all standing 

Dear People of God: on this Day of Pentecost, the Church calls us to celebrate the 
gifts of the Spirit, and as a sign of our baptism in the Spirit calls on us to renew our 
Baptismal Vows and reaffirm once again the promises which bind us to Christ and to 
each other. 
 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and  
  renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
People I do. 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
       creator of heaven and earth. 
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
           and born of the Virgin Mary. 
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      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
            was crucified, died, and was buried. 
      He descended to the dead. 
      On the third day he rose again. 
      He ascended into heaven, 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic Church, 
       the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. 
Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and  
  fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People I will, with God's help. 
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever  
  you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People I will, with God's help. 
 Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good  
  News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God's help. 
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving  
  your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will, with God's help. 
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  
  and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People I will, with God's help. 
 

The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth 
by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us 
in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
People       Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People                                                                                     Form  III                                                  
The Leader and People pray responsively 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church, especially Holy Trinity, Hampstead and 
Camp Trinity Staff and Campers, in this week’s Diocesan Cycle of Prayer; 
That we all may be one. 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially,  
Ashley Burnett, Jeanine Wilson, Al Cowand, Randy Tyler, Ben Procter, Joan Leggett, 
Kay Barnacascel, Becky Godwin,  John Tolbert, Coley McCally, Karen Gudiksen, 
Bobbie and Rendol Cobb, Libby Smith, Lena Evans, Charles Taylor Spruill, Larry 
Watson, Julia Credle, Joey Ezelle, Racheal Coward, Peggy Parker, Sylvia Dawson, 
Elsie Benson, Riley Raines, Andy Walker, Will Copeland, Mary Gillam, Rita Hoggard, 
Thomas Roach, Stan Johnson, Mary Chappell, Grayson Morris, Margaret Burgwyn, 
and others known to us; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
Give to the departed eternal rest, especially Verna Perry, in whose memory the altar 
flowers are given, and Jean Boone, grandmother of Mollie Perry; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
Silence.  The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant says a concluding collect.                                                                                                            

Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only 
what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our 
blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.      
People  And also with you. 
(Please stay in place and share from a distance.) 
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The Holy Communion 
 
Offertory Anthem                  Come Holy Ghost, Creator Blest                                  Lambillotte 

(Please place your offering in the plate in the narthex as you depart. During the anthem, the altar will 
be prepared for the Holy Communion.) 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer A 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest says 

The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In 
fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down on this day from heaven, 
lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all truth; uniting 
peoples of many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church 
the power to serve you as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms 
upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
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Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
   Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also 
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
  thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen 
 

The Breaking of the Bread The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.                                                

A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said 

 Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
             People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation: 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
(Please stay in place, and the bread will be brought to you. All bread is gluten free. There is a 
small trash can in the narthex for you to dispose of the wrapper when you exit. The chalice 
will remain on the altar.) 
 

Post Communion Prayer                                                                     
 After Communion, the Celebrant says:  

Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People: 

Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

            The Bishop when present, or the Priest, may bless the people. 
 

Dismissal Anthem          Come, Gracious Spirit, heavenly Dove                                 Mendon 
  

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them  

          People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

Postlude                         Nun freut euch, lieben Christen gmein                    Ernst Pepping               

 
 

 
 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God in memory of Verna Perry 
 by Cathy and Taylor Wilson. 
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The Ministers of the Liturgy 

 

Celebrant:  The Rev. Bonnie J. Smith              
Organist: Tom Parker 
Lector: Patti Farless 
Soloists:  Mike Spruill, Marti Tyler   
Altar Guild:  Cathy Wilson, Della Cherry, Rosanna Rhea 
Hostesses:  Patti Farless, Lauren Perry, Rosanna Rhea 
Offering:  Tra Perry, Lauren Perry 
Ushers:  Tim Ivey, Dickie Hall 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

After the service, please take your printed bulletin with you or drop it into a 

designated recycling bin. Please do your visiting outside. For proper ventilation, the 

small fans will stay on. We will continue to live stream via Facebook Live for those 

who are unable to join us inside. New diocesan guidelines are expected on Tuesday. 

The vestry will meet on Monday, May 24, at 5:00 p.m. 

If you would like to join the St. Thomas’ Church prayer group, please contact Tra 

Perry to receive the group texts. If you have an immediate prayer request, you may 

send it to Tra to distribute to the group. 

Evening Prayer with Bishop Skirving continues Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. on The 

Episcopal Diocese of East Carolina Facebook page. 

 

 


