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The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 25, 2021 

                                                                                                                     

Morning Prayer: Rite Two 
 

 

Prelude                                      Sheep May Safely Graze                                    J. S. Bach        
 

Opening sentence                                                                                                         p. 77 
On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.   Psalm 118:24 
 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
                                                                                                                                

Officiant  Lord, open our lips.                                                                                         p. 80 
 

People     And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

Easter antiphon  Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
 

 

Christ Our Passover: Pascha Nostrum (recited by all)                                            p. 83 
                                   

Alleluia. 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 
    therefore let us keep the feast, 
Not with old leaven, 
the leaven of malice and evil, * 
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 
    death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death that he died, he died to sin once for all; * 
    but the life he lives, he lives  to God. 
So consider yourselves dead to sin, * 
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
Christ has been raised from the dead, * 
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since by man came death, * 
    by a man come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, * 
    so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
 



 3 

Psalm 23  (read responsively by whole verse) 

 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson    Acts 4:5-12 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  
 

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, 
"By what power or by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are 
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 
are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to 
all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead. This Jesus is 

`the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
it has become the cornerstone.' 
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There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among mortals by which we must be saved." 

Lector    The word of the Lord.  
People    Thanks be to God 

The Song of Moses  Cantemus Domino (recited by all)                                      p. 85 

         Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18  Especially suitable for use in Easter Season.  

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 
    the Lord has become my Savior. 
This is my God and I will praise him, * 
    the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
    Yahweh is his Name. 
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
    the finest of those who bear armor have been 
                             drowned in the Red Sea. 
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 
    they sank into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
    who is like you, glorious in holiness, 
    awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 
You stretched forth your right hand; * 
    the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 
    with your might you brought them in safety to 
                             your holy dwelling. 
You will bring them in and plant them * 
    on the mount of your possession, 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
The Lord shall reign * 
    for ever and for ever. 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson     1 John 3:16-24 
 

A reading from the First Letter of John.  
 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who 
has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses 
help? 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And 
by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts 
before him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our 
hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, 
we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, 
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who 
obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we 
know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

Lector    The word of the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God 

Anthem                                      Jesus, our mighty Lord                                           Monk’s Gate 

The Gospel  John 10:11-18 

A reading from the Gospel of John.  
 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the 
wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a 
hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my 
own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not 
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belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from 
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 
Father.” 
Lector    The word of the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God 
 

Sermon 
 

  

 The Apostles’ Creed                                               p. 96 
Officiant and People together 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
       He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
        He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
                was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended to the dead.             
       On the third day he rose again. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
                and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
        He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
        the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 

          and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers 
                                                                    

Officiant  The Lord be with you.                                                                                    p. 97 
People      And also with you. 
Officiant   Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
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Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Then follows one of these sets of Suffrages 

A 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy.          
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Collect of the Day      

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we 
hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he 
leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 

A Collect for Sundays                                                                                                     p. 98 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious 
resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our 
worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A Collect for Peace            p. 99 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and 
to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults 
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of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power 
of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Mission           p. 101 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the 
cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So 
clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those 
who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your 
Name. Amen. 
 

Anthem                          My Shepherd will supply my need                                Resignation 
  
For the Human Family                                                                                                p. 815 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: 
Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and 
hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in 
bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your 
purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in 
harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

For the Diocese                                                                                                             p. 817 
O God, by your grace you have called us in this Diocese to a goodly fellowship of 
faith. Bless our Bishop Rob, and other clergy, and all our people. This week in our 
diocesan cycle of prayer we remember St. Mark’s, Roxobel, and St. Stephen’s, 
Goldsboro. Grant that your Word may be truly preached and truly heard, your 
Sacraments faithfully administered and faithfully received. By your Spirit, fashion 
our lives according to the example of your Son, and grant that we may show the 
power of your love to all among whom we live; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

For the Sick            p. 459 
Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve your sick servants  
Ashley Burnett, Jeanine Wilson, Al Cowand, Randy Tyler, Ben Procter, Joan 

Leggett, Kay Barnacascel, Becky Godwin,  John Tolbert, Coley McCally, Karen 

Gudiksen, Bobbie and Rendol Cobb, Libby Smith, Lena Evans, Charles Taylor 

Spruill, Larry Watson, Julia Credle, Joey Ezelle, Racheal Coward, Peggy Parker, 

Sylvia Dawson, Elsie Benson, Riley Raines, Andy Walker, Will Copeland, Mary 

Gillam, Rita Hoggard, Thomas Roach, Stan Johnson, Mary Chappell, Grayson 

Morris, and others known to us, and give your power of healing to those who 
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minister to their needs, that they may be strengthened in their weakness and 
have confidence in your loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 

 
The General Thanksgiving                                                                                 p. 101 
Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;            
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,            
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom         p. 102 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Officiant may then conclude with the following 
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Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 
or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in 
Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21 
 

Postlude                                             Festival Rondo                                                Purcell 
 

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY 
Celebrant:  The Rev. Bonnie J. Smith              
Organist: Tom Parker 
Lector: Jane Hall    
Soloist:  Mike Spruill 
Altar Guild:  Lisa Rascoe, Kristy Copeland, Nancy Davis 
Hostesses:  Tra Perry, Lucy Horton, Claire Spruill, Nancy Davis 
Offering:  Jane Hall, Rosanna Rhea                            
Ushers:  John Tyler, Steve Trowell 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

We are delighted return to worship inside the nave. Please continue to observe 
guidelines, including wearing a mask and keeping 6 feet between households. (Do 
not sit in pews that have been taped.) We are currently at 50% capacity limit. 
Congregational or choir singing are still not allowed. Offering plates will not be 
passed; please place your offering in the designated basket. After the service, 
please take your printed bulletin with you or drop it into one of the designated 
recycling bins. Please do your visiting outside. For proper ventilation, the small 
fans will stay on, and the doors will stay propped open. We will continue to live 
stream via Facebook Live for those who are unable to join us inside. 
 

The vestry will meet via Zoom tomorrow at 5:00 p.m. 
 

St. Thomas will host a free Vidant stroke screening on Wednesday, May 5, from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  Call 252-482-6242 to register. 


